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Dear Benjamin Logan Parents,

| hope this newsletter finds everyone having hag
holiday season and excited to start a brand ne
Last year we had a lot of highlights at Benjami
Middle School and | am excited for what the Ne
will bring. In 2019, we have a lot of exciting ¢
planned for our students.

Benjamin Logan Middle School has the opport
work with Vicki Murphy again this year. The st
created mosalc words in the transformation of the Media Cen

STEAM Center. Thi s was mad e
TeachArtOhio Initiative. We encourage everyone to join us o
OEvening with the Artsdé this

students and what they have accomplished throughout the year
Unified Art classes.

Coming up in January will be our January School Board Meeti
middle school will be hosting on Monday, January 14th. We will I
al teachers present at this meeting on some of the exceptional
have been doing this year with their students. Please feel free
January 14th in the middle school media center.

Finally, some important information to remember. Our first seml
ended and grades will be posted to Progress Book January on M
ary 7. If you would like a hard copy of the report card, please call
School office and will have one sent home with your students.

getting closer to the spring when we will be taking part in stzq
There will be a letter sent home in February to explain the exac
student will be testing. Please keep an eye out for this letter and
if you have any questions. Finally,-Rsaeheér Conferences are 1
around the corner. They are Feb. 5th and12th from 4:00 pm unti

In closing, the New Year is often a time for new beginnings and
and | look forward to seeing all of the new and exciting things t
coming to the middle school. | hope each of your families have ha
happy holiday season and are ready to get a jump start on 2019.

Sincere'lg_(, .
Scott Frederick
Scott Frederick
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All About the 5th Grade

Math: Mr. Cox and Mrs. Matthews

Students in Mrs. Cox and Mrs. Matthews?®o
Math Project before Christmas break. This project involved figuring the total cost of iter
purchased at a store; as well as determining the change when paying with a certain
money. Students had to use their knowledge of adding and subtracting decimals anc
decimals to help them to answer questions. They also had to determine what they coulc
from the Math Market Ad when given a certain amount of money.

Mr s . Cox and Mrs. Matthewsd C block math cl
ten by completing different activities such as SCOOQOT, task cards, whiteboarA wnrle ac wg||
as interactive games on the Chromebooks. They also began working on adc ract-

ing decimals using an interactive power point and solving problems on the scoa‘js.
They will continue this concept when they return from break.

Social Studies: Mrs. Rader & Mrs. Young

% % = The fifth grade social studies classes have just completed their study of United State
4% Included in this unit was the study of land forms, climate, natural resources, and eco
)5 %5 The students studied where the states were located and what how each region wa:s
» ¥ ~§p They also completed projects for each region, including Rocky Mountain advertisemen

west menus, Southeastern postcards, and songs about the New England region! The
will be using this information as they begin to study the history of the North American continent anc
our essential question OHow does where you |
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All About the 5th Grade

Science: Mrs. Young & Mrs. Rader

This year in fifth grade science we have completed units on science process skil
g Solar system. We are almost finished with a unit on sound and light energy. W
i nvestigated what type of | iquid 1is
the most when combined with baking soda. Some students were even brave el
taste the mixtures! We also made a rainbow of colored water by carefully measul
following directions. We found that 300 milliliters of popcorn can contain well over 1,000 popcorn
but only a few students actually counted every single kernel! Most students estimated the number c

using measuring tools such as balances and graduated cylinders.

The day and night cycle and how our seasons change were included in our solar system unit as w
ner and outer planets are similar and different. We learned more about time measurements on Ear
ing our way through an interactive scavenger hunt. Students also drew illustrations of how day
years occur during our Achievement Period as a way to review these concepts.

Finally, we are working our way through a unit on energy. We have used prisms, color separating
mirrors to investigate how light behaves. We have also experimented with tuning forks and rulers
vibrations and changes in pitch as well as volume. Our unit on energy will conclude with investiges
force and motion.

We have managed to cover a lot this year in the content area of science!

= ( (o0
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All About the 5th Grade

ELA: Mrs. Gill & Mrs. Wishin

This school year Mr s. Wi shinds and |
ing on the six traits of writing. The six traits include: ideas, organization, voice,
choice, sentence fluency, and conventions. The students were introduced to ea
by the use of a picture book. The purpose of using the six writing traits in the
room is in order to describe good writing, teachers and students need to use a c
language. There are many different ways that the fifth graders have been incor
the six traits into their writing. The students have been making sure that their ideas make sense wt
In the fifth grade, organization is a must to create a good writing piece. The students have learne
five types of text structure in writing (description, cause/effect, problem/solution, compare/contras
chronological order). Knowing these five types of text structure also helps the students to becol
readers! Voice is important to set the mood and tone of the good writing. Complete sentences are
the fifth graders have been working on since the beginning of the school year. Using a variety of se
adjusting sentence length will be worked on for the remainder of the school year, along with be
choice. Finally, conventions include capitalization, punctuation, commas, spelling, and indenting ¢
graph. The fifth graders have been very busy working on the six writing traits to become better w
school year.

Si)(() fTraits
Writing

I n addition to helping students become bette
ing on the six reading comprehension strategies. The six reading strategies are: summarization,
visualization, asking questions, and synthesizing. The purpose of using the six reading comprehe
gies is to get your child thinking while t he
portance of being an engaged reader to help
need to think a little. Wedbve been reading

small group time your child is practicing engaging their brain on the reading itself. After students
will ask them to retell or summarize the information. Your child will then be asked about the mair
theme of the book or passage. Using evidence in the book, we will ask them to describe how they

is a 0goodd6éd main idea or theme. While your
words being described. What words in the reading helped you to visualize that picture? Good read
guestions, when we read in small group we a:¢

ing them guestions we had in that passage. Then we make prediction g
as a group of what will happen next. Finally, we synthesize in our
Thatds when we come across newgs

Through these strategies, we want to help your child develop ¢ ‘

habits. Wedre al so encouraging ' _j t
gies. Thank you for all your support at home and we will continue to S&¢

child here at school to develop their reading skills.







